BOWLING GREEN TRAVEL BASEBALL                                  



PROGRAM
Mission
The mission of Bowling Green Travel Baseball is to provide an opportunity for players to participate in a highly competitive baseball program.  Within this framework of baseball, these players learn not only how to play the game that they love, but more importantly gain invaluable life skills of discipline, dedication, commitment, and teamwork that will far transcend anything they accomplish on the baseball field.

                                         Goals of our program include:
A. Provide more complex strategy and situational training 

to our players.
B. Provide an increased level of competition to challenge

the travel teams.
C. Provide more games that will give players more 

opportunities to improve their skills.
D. To instill in every player, that playing travel baseball is a privilege, not a right.

Guidelines

Bowling Green will enter one team in the following age divisions each summer to participate in the Northwest Ohio Amateur Baseball League.  There will be four teams based on ages:  11u, 12u, 13u, and 14u players.

        1.           Players must live in the Bowling Green School district OR attend school in     

                      the Bowling Green District to be eligible.  Players that have recently moved 
 out of the district (after tryouts have been held), and have previously 
                      participated in Bowling Green baseball, can petition to the Travel         

                      Committee for an exemption to this guideline for only the season in which 
                       the player qualified for the team.

        2.           Teams may have the option of picking up players that do not qualify under 

                      Guideline #1.  All non BG players have to be approved by the Travel 
                      Committee before being declared eligible.  Teams that have been approved 

                      to add non BG players by the Travel Committee, can add up to 5 players   

                      to form a 12 player roster, and up to 4 players to form an 11 player roster.  

                      All non BG players must be individually approved by the Travel  

                      Committee before being declared eligible.  All non BG players must be 
                      approved by the 

                      Travel Committee on a yearly basis.

       2A.         It will be the Travel Committee’s decision to allow or not to allow non 
                      BG players to participate in travel baseball within the BG program.   

                      Travel Committee decisions are final.

2B                Travel coaches must appeal to the Travel Committee in writing to add any 

                     outside (non BG) players.

 3.                  Bowling Green Travel Baseball will follow the Little League                      
                International  Board of Directors age determination date of April 30 of the    
                current  year (May 1st).  This date will be utilized in sanctioned 

                tournaments all across the U.S. and abroad.  The Northwest Ohio   

                Amateur Baseball League will also follow this guideline.

 3A.               There are four age specific teams in the Bowling Green Travel Baseball                        

 program  (11u, 12u, 13u, and 14u).   All players must be within the age 
 requirements for each team.  Players can try out and play (if selected) for

 teams that are older than the player without restrictions, with the exception

 of 10 year olds.  10 year olds can play up only if house ball remains the 

 player’s priority.  All games and practices for house must take priority 

 before any travel commitments are made.  This must be worked out 

 between player, parents, and coaches. An exemption can be made for 10 
 year olds that are in the 5th grade going into the 6th, so they can play with

 their classmates
4.                     Open try outs are conducted and are available to any player that meets

                        eligibility requirements previously described in paragraphs #1 and #2.
            Try outs are arranged and conducted by the coach of the travel team and     
            assisted by the Travel Committee.  If a coach has not been selected/assigned
            for a team, then the try outs will be conducted by evaluators determined at the   
            discretion of the Travel Committee.  Within 72 hours of selection to a team, 

            players must confirm their commitment to the team by paying a non refundable

            $100 commitment fee.  This $100 commitment fee will go towards the players 
            financial obligation to the team.

   4A.                Try outs for each age division will be held between August 1st and 

             September 30th.  They must be completed by the September 30th deadline.

                         Try outs will be conducted with the 14u being held 1st, then 13u, followed
                         by 12u and finally 11u.  There will be a scheduling meeting with all          
                         coaches at the conclusion of the season to plan the try out schedule.  It is 
                         expected that all prospective players attend the try out dates set forth by 
                         the coaches.  If extenuating circumstances arise, and a player cannot 
                         attend the scheduled try outs, then the coach reserves the right to set 
                         additional try out dates and times. The coach also reserves the rights to 
                         hold additional roster spot(s) until after all try outs have been completed.  
                         It is at the coach’s discretion to set the roster and add or remove players 
                         as he/she sees fit, as long as guidelines 1 & 5, or 2 & 5 are met.

   5.                    The Bowling Green Travel Committee requires that each team 

              keep a minimum of 11 players, and a maximum of 15 players on their 

              roster.  Any other variation must be approved by the Travel Committee.
  6.                     Selection of the coach for each team will be determined by the Travel 

                          Committee.  Those interested in being a head coach in one of the age

                          divisions must complete an application each season.   All applicants, at the           
                          discretion of the Travel Committee must have a background check done  

                          prior to being awarded any coaching position.  Head Coaches will select
                          their own assistants, team manager, and team parents.  
                                                                                                                                           6A.                    Coaching applications will be made available between July 1 and July 

                          25th.   The applications can be picked up from a Travel Committee 

                          member, or from the press box at Carter Park. Once completed, it  

                          must be turned back in to the supervisor in the press box, or to a Travel 

                          Committee member.  The applications will be forwarded to the Travel 
                          Committee, and the Travel Committee will assign coaches for the 
                           following season.                        

 7.                        Players intending to play both travel baseball and house ball will need 

to fill out the proper forms at registration to do so.  
Commissioners will notify house coaches of player’s decreased availability, and it is up to the coach of the house team to select the player during the house league draft.  If the player is not selected during the house league draft, then the player will not be allowed to play in the house league.   Arrangements will be clearly articulated with the coaches of each team (travel and house).   Any player that plays both house and travel will receive a 25% discount on registration fees.
 8.                        Team uniform styles and colors are decided by the Travel Committee,                              

                      and the head coach of each team.  A uniform meeting will be held in                

                      Sept. of each year to select uniforms for the following season.  Final    

                      approval must be made by the Travel Committee.
 9.                        Each team will have the same responsibilities as a house team to the 

Carter Park facility.  Those responsibilities include:  spring fundraiser

(candy sale), press box duty, field and facility work, etc.

10.                       Teams will schedule a minimum of 20 league games, and are
expected to enter and play in at least 4 local (Carter Park) tournaments.  

Teams may also wish to enter into 1 or more out of town tournaments.  This will be up to each team as finances will allow.  
11.                Any player(s) who move into the area after try outs, and before the
season begins must contact and make application to the head coach of the appropriate age travel team.  The coach must then contact the Travel Committee for possible placement to the appropriate age team.  Placement to a team is dependent on players eligibility under guidelines 1, 2 and 5 as previously described in this document.  It is up to 

   the coach to grant the player a position on the team.  Players might have 

   to go through a try out at the discretion of the head coach of the team.

12.                The Bowling Green Baseball Travel Committee reserves the    

                      right to change, modify, or delete any rule/guidelines at any time to 

                      accommodate the ever changing dynamics of travel baseball.  

 13.               If a team qualifies for a World Series, or other major tournament, 

             

                     then the coach can petition the Travel Committee for no more than 3  

                     additional roster positions to be added for the tournament only.  These  

                      roster positions must be within the rules and regulations of the   

                      tournaments in regards to selecting players other than those already on 
                      the team’s roster.  Due to this type of tournament and the expense 
                      involved with it, the 3 additional players selected are up to the coach and 
                      the families involved  with the team.  There are no restrictions other than 

                      age, as to where these players come from.  
14.
         All playing time, position selections, and any other player utilization 
 issues, 
         are up to the discretion of the head coach.

15.                All issues concerning BG travel baseball, must be directed to the Travel

                   Committee.  Issues will then be taken to the BG Pee Wee Board if they

                   cannot be handled at the committee level.  All rule changes, additions, etc.

                   have to be voted on and approved at the board level before being initiated.

                   BG Pee Wee Board will not hear complaints about any travel baseball 

                   issues without first going through the Travel Committee.

16.
         BG travel baseball teams are in no way affiliated with the BG school system
                   or BG H.S. baseball.  It is not in any way guaranteed that if you play in the 

                   travel program, that you will someday play on, or for the BG H.S. teams.  It

                   is the intent of this program to better prepare players for baseball at the H.S. 

                   level, through a highly competitive league and tournaments.
The Bowling Green Travel Committee consists of volunteers from the community that either are currently or have been in the past involved in BG Baseball, both travel and house league.  These members are listed below.  Feel free to contact any member of the committee if you have any questions about the travel baseball league in BG.

1.  Fred Riggs- Travel Commissioner, Committee Chair, Travel Coach- 419-450-8115, fnl_1999@yahooo.com

2. Dave Dohanos- BG Pee Wee Board Member, Jr.  League Commissioner

dalai18@aol.com
3. Todd Brown- Committee member, Former Pee Wee league coach, Travel baseball parent-    tcbrown1@embarqmail.com
4. Brian Craft- Committee member, Pee Wee league coach-      bcraft@woh.rr.com
5. Chris Dill- Committee member, former travel and house league coach.                      cdill@bgcs.k12.oh.us
